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Diving and Snorkeling
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With excellent year-round visibility, some of the healthiest coral reefs in the
world and dozens of WWII ship and plane wrecks, including the world s only diveable
aircraft carrier, the flagship of the Japanese World War II armada, and an amazingly
intact B-26 bomber in only 5 foot depth, just to name a few of the discovered wrecks,
the Marshall Islands offers unparalleled wreck diving and coral sightseeing
throughout. Divers can enjoy steep drop—offs, coral pinnacles, channels and reef
points. Certain dive spots are abundant with fast moving pelagic schools, while others
boast rich varieties of hard or soft coral.
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Arno:
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Arno’ s 3 lagoons provide an underwater playground for divers, filled with vibrant
marine life. The most accessible outer island destination from Majuro without
compromising the outer island experience
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Bikini:
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A wreck divers dream come true! See the ghostly ships of WWI and WWII as they lie
silently waiting to tell you their stories of adventure in the Pacific and a reminder
to all of the devastations of war.
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Jaluit:
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Get aquainted with Pacific Island conservation efforts while plunging into Jaluit’s
WWII underwater treasures. Who knows, you might discoverer Jaluit' s newest wreck!
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Rongelap:
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After 50 years of isolation, the Rongelap experience has now been made public, and it
is beautiful! Marine scientists merely peeking below the surface of the lagoon are
calling it the next World Heritage site
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Mili:
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From native birds that soar the skies, to an underwater realm of Manta rays, sharks
and Giant clams, to WWII relics that bespeak Mili’s past, this truly is an explorers
paradise both above and below the water.
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Likiep:
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Literally translated, Likiep mean “purse of treasures,” and Likiep certainly is that -
its people, their unique colonial culture, and just recently Likiep s underwater world
are treasures indeed
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Diving Shop Guide:
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Bikini Atoll Divers, Bikini
PO Box 1096, Majuro MH 96960
Tel (692) 625-4265

Fax (692) 625-3330

E-Mail: saratoga@ntamar. net

Web: www. bikiniatoll. com
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Fax (692) 625-3330

E-Mail: saratoga@ntamar. net

Web: www. bikiniatoll. com
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Marshalls Dive Adventures, Majuro, Arno, Mili, Rongelap and Bikini
PO Box 1, Majuro MH 96960

Tel (692) 625-3483

Fax (692) 625-3505

E-Mail: marshall@ntamar. net

Web: www. tim. hi—ho. ne. jp/marshall-yoshii
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PO Box 1, Majuro MH 96960

Tel (692) 625-3483

Fax (692) 625-3505

E-Mail: marshall@ntamar. net

Web: www. tim. hi—ho. ne. jp/marshall-yoshii

Bako Divers, Majuro and Arno
PO Box 1818, Majuro, MH 96960
Tel (692) 625-1175

E-Mail: jerryr@ntamar.net
Web: www. bakodivers. com
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PO Box 1818, Majuro, MH 96960

Tel (692) 625-1175

E-Mail: jerryr@ntamar.net

Web: www. bakodivers. com

Yokwe Divers, Majuro, Arno, Jaluit, and Rongelap
PO Box 239, Majuro, MH 96960

Tel (692) 625-2525 ext. 141 / (692) 625-1796

Fax (692)625-2500

E-Mail: yokwedivers@ntamar. net

Web: www. divemarshallislands. com  www. rongelapexpeditions. com
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PO Box 239, Majuro, MH 96960

Tel (692) 625-2525 ext. 141 / (692) 625-1796

Fax (692)625-2500

E-Mail: yokwedivers@ntamar. net

Web: www. divemarshallislands. com  www. rongelapexpeditions. com
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Sportsfishing
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With its 29 coral atolls spread out over 750,000 square miles of tropical Pacific
Ocean, the Marshall Islands is literally one of the fishiest countries on earth! Over
1,000 species of fish (860 inshore/reef, 7 freshwater/brackish, 67 open water and 125
deep sea fish) offer an incredible array of fishing opportunities within the lagoons
on the reef flats, and in the open ocean. Anglers can enjoy flyfishing, jigging and
bottom fishing, trolling, casting/whipping, and more
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Fishing Areas: All 29 atolls in the Marshalls offer excellent fishing. From the
capital, Majuro Atoll, anglers can easily venture out to neighboring Arno atoll by
boat or to other atolls via Air Marshall Islands, the domestic carrier.
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Fishing Season: Wind and sea conditions are most favorable during the May—October
period.

7/{ “/‘.\/:/7‘ . C/—X\\‘/: SHMIOHiVC\‘Zﬁ%j@O

Charter Boats Boats: vary in type and size (ranging from about 25 to 45 feet) and can
be arranged through the hotels or dive shops
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Marshalls Billfish Club Tournaments Since 1983, the Marshalls Billfish Club has been
the biggest proponent of sport fishing in the Marshalls and Micronesia, organizing
more than 140 sportsfishing tournaments. Currently, the Club holds an average of 10
tournaments a year, the largest tournaments being the Annual National Fisherman’ s Day
Tournament held during the first week of July and the Mobil All-Micronesia Fishing
Tournament held in August. These annual tournaments include two days of fishing and
have participants from many neighboring Pacific Island countries. Cast away and enter
a tourney at billfish@ntamar. net.
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Official Marshalls Billfish Club Tournament Records
www. billfishclub. com

=X BT a7 TT e h—TF A FARGIER
www. billfishclub. com

[FISH TYPE [WEIGHT (1bs)
[Bi11fish

(Pacific Blue [[719%
Marlin)

’I(‘l;Ielillowfin) 161

[Wahoo |57
[Mahimah i 44
"Barracuda 42
[Bottom fish |23

*July 2001 Tournament
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Culture Tours [do not translate yet text in red font]
Traditional Sailing Canoes
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Today’ s aerodynamic engineers are in awe of the design technology of the outrigger
canoes still sailing today in the Marshall Islands. These are the designs which plied
the waves and have evolved through and survived for 50 generations

Marshallese voyagers sailed in the open ocean up to 500 miles as a matter of
necessity.

With very limited land area and a vast amount of ocean surrounding their islands, it
is easy to understand why Marshallese have had to become so familiar with the sea.

Rather than a vast emptiness surrounding them, for the Marshallese sailors, the
sparkling blue ocean has been a dynamic network of continuous pathways, enabling the
voyagers to reach near and distant destinations. And it has been the all-important
outrigger sailing canoe that has made their survival possible

In 1817 Adelbert von Chamisso, the naturalist aboard the European fact finding RURIK,
gave the first detailed description of the Marshallese outrigger:

"We admired the rapidity with which their boats sailed close to the wind. It had one
disproportionately large sail, of fine woven mats, which was in the shape of an acute
angled triangle. The skill with which they put about their boat in tacking deserved
the admiration of every seaman. I immediately ordered to lay—to and admired the
ingenious construction of it; and the surprising skill more

The remarkable skill of the Marshallese seafarers to evolve their swift outrigger
combined three inventions of the utmost utility in sailing. First the masters designed
a watercraft that always keeps its main hull to leeward and its small outrigger
counter—balance up on the windward side. Always keeping the main hull to leeward is
possible as the canoe tacks because the sailors pivot their mast and move their sail
from one end to the other. Thus the canoe is able to sail with either end forward,
thereby keeping the outrigger on the weather side.” (Kotzbue 0. von, 1821)

With these reversible ends in mind, the Marshallese were able to further evolve their
sailing craft. A second notable design invention is an asymmetrical main hull which
helps 1lift their craft to windward, much as a bird’s wing lifts its weight into the
sky. This asymmetrical main hull’s two sides differ: the lee side (or side away from
the wind) is flattened, while the hull’s side which stays to windward is more shapely
for 1ift like the top of a bird’s wing. The flattened lee side of the main hull helps
pull the vessel up to windward reducing the need for a deep keel, centerboard or
leeboards.

And a third notable design characteristic of the Marshallese canoe is the use of a lee
platform. This extension lashed out to leeward of the main hull extends over nothing
but the ocean. This seemingly precarious lee platform enables the voyagers to carry a
greater quantity of cargo. Most voyaging canoes had small thatch houses built up for
women and children. There is a sophisticated balance to these wide outriggers designed
for ultimate windward speed and cargo carrying capacity!

The engineering of these well-designed craft were equally matched by a brilliant
navigating system. The ancient landfinders developed their system of navigation by



incorporating knowledge of directional stars, by keeping track of their course through
dead reckoning methods, by an extensive knowledge of underlying local reefs and bird
flight patterns. Also, the Marshallese specialized in a keen awareness of current and
wave patterns that reflect off their islands. A knowledge of these specific wave
patterns can help a navigator to pinpoint their canoe’s whereabouts. Lessons to learn
these wave patterns have been captured in the famous Marshallese “Stick Charts”, their
traditional teaching tool for future mariners (and a whole other story)

With this combined excellence of watercraft design and navigational skill the
Marshallese traveled as far as the Hawaiian Islands to the east, Pohnpei to the west,
Wake (Eneen—Kio) to the north and Kiribati to the south (Nakayama & Ramp
1974:Pp. 6, 26, 84). Geoff Irwin exclaimed that “Once Micronesian navigation methods were
perfected, voyages were restricted only by supply and spirit.” (Aug 30, 1996)

Learn more about ancient Marshallese canoe construction and navigation at the Waan
Aelon in Majol (“Canoes of the Marshall Islands”) canoe house, where you’ll find canoe
builders hard at work and ready to guide you on a lagoon cruise aboard these
magnificent vessels from the past. And for information on upcoming canoe races, visit
their website at www. wamprogram. org

Museums & Memorials

Learn more about Marshallese tradition and history at the Alele Museum, which features
authentic tools and artifacts, WWII relics, 19th century photographs of the Marshall
Islands from the Joachim deBrum collection and more. The Peace Park Memorial
constructed by the Japanese government commemorates the soldiers who fought and died
in the Pacific during WWII. And the 1918 Typhoon Monument commemorates the victims of
a rare typhoon in the Marshall Islands and pays homage to the Japanese Emperor for his
generous contribution of private funds for rebuilding Majuro.

During World War II, the Marshall Islands served as the eastern defensive perimeter
for the Japanese military forces in the Central Pacific. After taking control of the
Marshalls from Germany in 1914, the Japanese steadily increased their military
presence here and beginning in the late 1930s with the anticipation of war, they began
to heavily fortify the atolls of Kwajalein, Wotje, Maloelap, Jaluit and later Mili and
Enewetak. These heavy fortifications were intended to help launch air attacks on
certain targets (such as Hawaii, Wake Island, Kiribati and Johnston Atoll) and to
serve as defense posts for Japan s more westerly strongholds

The first attack on Japanese forces in the Marshalls by the US occurred in the early
morning hours of February 1, 1942. The ensuing three years of fighting would prove to
be some of the bloodiest in the whole of the Pacific. When the smoke cleared, what
remained was an extravagant collection of air raid shelters, barracks, hospitals,
storage tanks, power plants, tanks, trucks, trains, towers, anti—aircraft guns
coastal defense guns, multi-purpose guns, pillboxes, walls, trenches, air control
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centers, various bombers and fighters, runways, hangars and much more unrivaled
elsewhere in the Pacific
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Atoll Land [Relics
Maloelap 215
Jaluit 104

Wot je 229
i1i 167
BRTEE B D
Maloelap 215
Jaluit 104

Wot je 229
i1 167

Escorted day—trips to Jaluit, Mili, Maloelap, and Wotje (former Japanese bases and
areas of heavy fighting) are now available. For information, contact Marshall Islands
Aquatics at (692) 625-3669/6267 and ask for Matt Holly.
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Marshallese Handicrafts

Marshallese handicrafts are considered some of the most unique, artistic, and finely
crafted in all the Pacific. Visitors to Majuro can expect to see grocery stories and
island huts side by side, wine booths alongside coconut juice stands, multitudes of
cars driving past young men piecing together a canoe according to traditional designs,
and school children singing pop songs and old-time chants. Majuro truly is a dichotomy
of both the modern and the traditional.

Nowhere perhaps is this more evident than in the crafts which decorate the people
and their homes. Traditional Marshallese navigational stick charts, carved Marshallese
model canoes, and shell jewelry can be found alongside coasters, baskets, neckties,
cigarette cases, handbags, and hats, all finely woven and fashioned from coconut
fronds, pandanus leaves, sea shells, feathers, and an assortment of other inventive
materials. They make ideal souvenirs, fashion accessories, and gifts, and are
available at a number of handicraft shops around Majuro as well as amongst the outer
island communities where most of them are made. Marshallese—grown black pearl jewelry
as well is a favorite fashion accessory among Majuro residents.

For more information on Marshallese handicrafts, visit Dirk Spenneman’ s website
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Other Tours
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Outer Island Tours

From the capitol of Majuro await Arno, Jaluit, Bikini, Likiep, Mili, Rongelap -
names synonymous with unspoiled natural surroundings, black pearl and giant clam
farming communities, active traditional culture, WWII exploration, miles of secluded
sandy beaches, pristine coral and virgin wreck diving, abundant fishing opportunities
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and blissful seasons in the sun. Outer Island accommodations range from small air-—
conditioned island resorts to traditional thatched bungalows.
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Marshall Islands Mariculture Farm

Take a short guided tour through this giant—clam holding and raising facility on
Majuro, which features a number of different species and sizes of giant clams (for the
aquarium market)
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Laura Beach Park

Located at the western end of Majuro is Laura Beach Park, a popular picnic site
Here you' 11 find a sandy beach, picnic areas, and fresh water shower. The $1 entry fee
is used for cleanup and maintenance
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Paradise Charters Sunday Enemanit Picnic
Enjoy a wonderful lagoon cruise on your way to the local favorite picnic spot. Bring
your own food and drink or enjoy beach BBQ.
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MV Oleanda Sunday Enemanit Picnic
Step aboard the 126ft. vessel for a wonderful afternoon of snorkeling and BBQ at
Enemanit Island. The perfect picnic spot

TV BV T =T R ERBE I =T
ERAM DL 2 B E~L D F, BT =y VI EERT R RS, 2/ —/r L= BBQ &%
LAT, F7RHBOF#EBRBI L EE,



Kidenen Island Tours
Camp out overnight or just spend the day at this secluded coral island in Majuro
Lagoon. Kayak, snorkel, barbecue or just hang out!

XFATALTA T RYT—R
WBLXY T HTDHEN, ~anallbdbIdl—rDa—J 07 A7 RTC—HBIT3Z LA
KET, Ivv s, Yo/ =T N=_XFa—HFLDET,

Seven Seas Yacht Cruises
What’ s the best way to relax on a coral atoll? Take an evening sunset cruise inside
the calm waters of its lagoon aboard the 42 ft. ketch the Carmen.
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Tobolar Copra Processing Plant

The first real economic mainstay of most Pacific Islanders, including Marshallese,
was copra production (copra is the dried out meat of coconuts). Today, copra
production remains an important source of income for locals and at the Tobolar Copra
Processing Plant, you can see copra made into coconut oil, soaps, body oil, coconut
feed, and even state of the art diesel fuel substitute
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Movies, Bowling, and Night Life

Beat the mid-day heat or enjoy a fun evening out by catching one of the latest hit
movies at Majuro’ s Wallace Theaters or visiting Majuro Bowl, where you 11 find 10
shiny lanes, shoes and lockers for rent, electronic score keeping, and great food
Then select from a variety of kareoke bars, dance clubs, and bars as you share stories
and live music with Majuro’ s festive and friendly locals
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